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counsel and criticism, the MS. of Home's tragedy of
'Douglas/the MS. of Robertson'sc History of Charles V.,5
and the 'Dialogues on Natural Eeligion3 of David
Hume* Hume moreover desired Sir Gilbert to under-
take the part of interlocutor in these same dialogues,
designating that of Cleanthes, the exponent of the doc-
trine of Design, as suited to his views. Sir Gilbert's
reply to Hume on this subject was found among his
papers in the form of a rough and unfinished draft, and
was inserted by Dugald Stewart in his Preliminary
Dissertation to the British Encyclopedia, with the fol-
lowing introductory remark: fi This careless fragment
exhibits an interesting specimen of the progress made
in Scotland among the higher classes seventy years ago,
not only in sound philosophy, but in purity of style.'
The view taken by Sir Gilbert of Hume's sceptical
arguments appears to have been that adopted subse-
quently by Reid, Oswald, and Seattle.

In Dugald Stewart's great work on the Philosophy
of the Human Mind he refers again to the correspond-
ence on philosophical subjects of Hume with Sir GK
Elliot in the following words : * Sir Gilbert seems to
have united with his other well-known talents and
accomplishments a taste for abstract disquisitions which
rarely occurs in men of the world, accompanied with
that soundness and temperance of judgment which in
such researches are so indisputably necessary to guard
the mind against the illusions engendered by its own

Gilbert's own poetical faculty is a graceful little poem which finds a
place IB collections of lyrical verse under the title of * Amynta.'